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Benvenuti nella pit grande area protetta della Sicilia.
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Policy for Parks in
Sicily:
Regional Law
6 May 1981, n. 98

Historical parks:

Parco dell’Etna

Established on May, 17 1987
approximately 59.000 ha

Parco delle Madonie
Established on November, 9 1989
approximately 39.679 ha

Parco dei Nebrodi

Established on August, 4 1993
approximately 85.687 ha

The latest park established is:

Parco Fluviale dell’Alcantara
On May,3 2001 1.927 ha 2
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The Nebrodi Park, created in 1993 is the
largest protected area in Sicily.

Nebrodl Mountalns together with Mado“nle
In the west and Peloritani in the East,
continue the Sicilian Appennines.
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Nebrodi.overlook the Tyrrhenian Sea and the Aeolian
Islands in the North.
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They border the Mount Etna, the River Alcantara and the
source of the River Simeto to the South.
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The peaks reaching with Mt Soro the
maximum height of 1,847 meters above
sea level are in a beech forest.
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The protected areém:covers 90.000 ha;
50.000 of those are precious woodland.
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The landscape is breathtaking and
different from the tipical Sicilian
sunlit yellow fields.

The Arabs defined those peaks as
an ‘island on the island’ because
they are characterized Dby
suggestive thick woods, wide
green pastures at high altitude,
quite lakes and mountain creeks
flowing to the Tyrrhenian Sea and
the Eastern part of Sicily.
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The Park is divided into 4 areas in which,
depending on the natural value, there are
specific prohibitions or restrictions, functional
to the preservation and the development of
the resources inside the protected area.
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FAUNA

Once land of Cervids (deers,
bears, roe deers), Nebrodi
(which comes from the Greek
‘nebris’) means ‘fawn skin'.
This area Is the most
inhabited by wildlife still today,
even though the progressive
iImpoverishment of the
environment.
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Because of its variety of environments, the Nebrodi Park hosts many

wildlife communities: a huge number of small mammals, reptiles and

amphibians, significant species of nesting birds as well as mlgratory
birds, and finally several invertebrates.
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FAUNA

90 different species of birds have been classified inside the
Nebrodi area
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Fauna Projects and Preservation of Native Wildlife

- Re-introduction of the Griffon vulture (Gyps Fulvus)
- Remote sensing of the Golden Eagle
- Project ‘Roe Deer’

- The biodiversity transept m

- Preservation of the ‘Sanfratellano’ Horse
- Preservation of Suino Nero

18



Griffon project

The Griffon vulture (Gyps
fulvus)

is one of the biggest birds in
Europe.

It can reach a 3-meters
wingspan,

a height of a meter,
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Since 1998, the Nebrodi Park Authority started a project of re-
introduction of the Griffon vulture through examples coming from Spain,
as the result of the collaboration with G.R.E.F.A.

(Grupo de Rehabilitacion de la Fauna Autdctona y su Habitat)
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Before being released in nature,

for a certain period, the vultures
stay inside a particular cage, the
acclimatization birdhouse.

The acclimatization birdhouse is
at the foot of the mountains
Rocche del Crasto, so that the
griffons have always the eye
contact with their ‘historical site of
nesting’.
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The monitoring of the Golden Eagle nesting site
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Preservation of the Black Pig
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Inside the Nebrodi, from the sea
level to the altitudinal level, there are
three main vegetation varieties:

1) The evergreen-growing belt
comprehends the Mediterranean
scrub, cork forests, and holm oaks;

2) The deciduous oaks-growing
belt comprehends oaks, Turkey oaks,
as well as pine forests and artificial
chestnuts.

3) The beech-growing belt
comprehends beech forests and
grazing lands.
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Over 1200-1400 meters high on this Mediterranean mountain,
beech forests cover the ridge of Nebrodis for more than 10.000 ha,
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NEBRODI COMMUNITY
24 municipalities under 3 provinces
* 19 in the province of Messina
3 in the province of Catania
 2in the provincia of Enna
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At the beginning of its creation, the municipalities supporting the Park were
21.

At a later time 2 municipalities, Acquedolci (Messina) e Troina (Enna),
requested to become part of the protected area with part of their landscape.

Raccuja (Messina) was the last municipality which entered the Park.

Recently another 20 municipalities requested to join the Park community.
Change in perspective:

The park is not considered anymore a reality of restrictions and
constraints.

Being part of the Park stands for a real and sustainable
economic development of its community.
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Nebrodi Park Authority

1 Public institution

O Dipends on the Regional Department of Territory and
Environment

O Duties and purposes
» Administration and Management of the protected area
= Protection and Conservation of nature
= Promotion and Fruition

= Land planning

= Economic development T
ASSESSORATO NEBRODI
3

TERRITORIO E AMBIENTE

4
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TRADITIONAL PRODUCTS

The centuries-old rural civilization of
Nebrodi is mirrored in a number of artisan
and culinary productions.
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TRADITIONAL PRODUCTS el {4~

Hand embroideries N
tablecloths and bed sheets,
reed or cane Dbaskets,
agricultural tools made In
wood and metal, stone
working and wrought iron,
colorful mattings and rugs
made  through ancient
looms, fine ceramics which
represent the key element of
the Industriousness and
creativity of the people from
Nebrodi.
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The sinergy between economic factors and the Park
Authority, contributed to the integration and to the
administrative and bureaucratic simplification of the
productive processes in order to reach attractiveness to
find new investments; not to mention the spread of the
image of Nebrodi across the Nation and abroad.
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There are many food products, but the dairy are
the most typical: the sweet or spicy ‘canestrato’
cheese, the delicious ‘pecorino’ cheese, the
provola and its scent, and the delicate ricotta.
They are still made by the expert hands of the
shepherds.

Apart from that, the cold cuts produced with the
Nebrodi’'s Black Pig meat are famous and
prestigious as well.
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Tradizional Festivals

Nebrodi hold ancient memories and
traditions. From

Wednesday to
Friday in S.
Fratello, the
minority
language
speaking
community from
Gaul-ltalic
origins creates a
carnivalesque
atmosphere with
hundreds of
"Giudei"
dressed 21
multicolour.
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Many customs have their roots in concepts and habits pre-Christians.

The “Festa del Muzzuni" is a perfect example. It takes place in Alcara li
Fusi the evening of 24 June. Men and women gather around a vegetal
symbol adorned with jewels. They play, sing, drink and tell stories as people
used to do during the Greek Thesmophorias and during solsticial festivities
to thank Chthonic deities for the good harvest and gain favour for the new
agricultural year.
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mache are the main |
characters during the
celebrations of the Madonna
della Luce in Mistretta

e




. . . ; : gy vE o Parco dei
Promotion intervention | s Q NEBRODI

g Opera di natura, frutto di cultura.

Tana d!e Idee’ - Teaching!ap




Promotion intervention S e ‘;yueaﬁagﬁei

CcT

Opera di natura, frutto di cultura.

a-g

-IL Ir\-u'Mr .muﬂ Fidan "'”-'"'IH:

0 q-\-* | Educational trails

45



Parco dei

Promotion intervention NEBRODI

46



‘ Parco dei
NEBRODI
atura, frutto di cultura.

tervention

ionin

Promot

N~
4




Parco dei

NEBRODI

Opera di natura, frutto di cultura.

Promotion intevention




Parco dei

NEBRODI

Opera di natura, frutto di cultura.

Promotion intervention
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Palazzo Portera Mistretta
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Visitor Centre
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/’ﬁEBROD| NEBRODI OUTDOOR

b BOOR The Park fruition network

G
| NEBRODI - OUTDOOR,

A network which connects
and reports the sustainable
services provided In the
Nebrodi area.
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SUSTAINABLE ACTIVITIES

The activities reported in NEBRODI — OUTDOOR are based on the
principles of a sustainable turism. They consist of:

*Hiking, bike tours, excursions on horseback;

*Projects and lessons on environmental education;

*Guided tours;

*Cultural visits;

*Thematic events;

*The administration of excursion and informative centres;

*Bike rental services;

*Other activities.
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